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Abstract. Phytochrome
control of cucumber seed
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temperature-dependent. A
prolonged exposure to
radiation  from  broad
spectrum far red sources
(Pfr/P = 0.05 to 0.07)
prevents germination at
temperatures below 20 C.
Above 20 C there is no
inhibition and it appears as
if there is an escape from
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Seed germination of many
plant species is influenced
by light. Of the various
photoreceptor systems,
phytochrome plays an
especialy important role in
seed germination. The
existence of at least five
phytochrome genes has led
to the proposa that
different members of the
family have different roles
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detected in these seeds by
differential
spectrophotometry in vivo .
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The diversfication  of
activities of al these
phytochromes during this
one process of germination
suggests that they all have a
combined function in the
regulation of germination
responses to  complex
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They regulate the
germination  of  seeds
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of chlorophyll, the
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